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The New Year reminds us that every day is a chance to begin
again, to try something new, to learn from challenges, and to keep
moving forward even when things feel difficult. Whether it's
academic goals, personal growth, or strengthening relationships,
progress is made through consistency, effort, and believing in
ourselves and one another.

As we step into this year, let's continue to encourage kindness,
celebrate achievements big and small and support each other
through every milestone. With teamwork and perseverance, there's
no limit to what we can accomplish.

From all of us, we wish our students, families, community partners
and staff a Happy New VYear filled with health, happiness, and
success. We look forward to making this year one to remember,
together.
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Beginning in the third marking period, Green Tree School will be introducing a
school-based therapy dog program. Todd, a 4-year-old Goldendoodle
certified through Paws for Friendship, Inc., will make visits to Green Tree
School to support students through structured, supervised interactions.

Therapy dogs are commonly used in schools to help promote calmness,
emotional regulation, positive engagement, and a supportive school climate.
Research suggests that interactions with therapy dogs can help reduce stress
and anxiety, increase student motivation, and support social-emotional
learning. Todd’s presence will be guided by school staff and aligned with
student needs and school routines. Additional information will be shared as
the program begins, including details related to participation and
expectations.
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With the clock winding down and the pressure at its peak, our basketball
team delivered a moment that will be talked about for weeks to come. But
beyond the final score, this game told a bigger story about perseverance,
belief, and what can happen when you refuse to give up.

From the opening tip to the final seconds, the team faced challenges that
could have easily shaken their confidence. The scoreboard wasn’t always
in their favor, fatigue set in, and the tension in the gym was undeniable.
8till, they kept pushing, one possession at a time, one play at a time.

That commitment paid off in the most dramatic way possible. As the final
seconds ticked away, the team trusted their preparation, stayed
composed, and executed when it mattered most. When the ball left the
shooter’s hands and the buzzer sounded, it was a reminder that the game
isn’t over until it’s truly over.

This win is about more than basketball. It’s about the lesson that effort
until the end matters. When you quit early, on the court, in the
classroom, or in life, you never get to see what could have happened.
Success often shows up in the last moments, after persistence has already
been tested.

Our team showed heart, resilience, and belief in one another. They proved
that playing until the final whistle can change the outcome, and
sometimes, it can create unforgettable moments.

Congratulations to our basketball team on an incredible buzzer beater
victory. Thank you for reminding us all: don’t give up, you never know
what’s possible if you keep going.

We are thrilled to welcome Ms. April into her
new role as a Behavior Manager! Starting at
GTS as a 1:1, she has consistently shown what
it truly means to show up for our students,
during both the good and the difficult
moments.

She brings strong de-escalation skills, remains
calm under pressure, and is always present to
support students as they navigate the many
challenges they face throughout the day. Her
dependability, consistency, and nurturing
approach have made her an invaluable asset
to our team. She’s already making a powerful,
positive impact in this role.
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